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The State's Slipshod Ways.
Editor of Tli- Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.I um pleased to observo the strong

Btand your paper has taken for the re¬

form of our land laws, and hope tho

'b.itllp you uro wnt;iiiK for tho adoption
of the Torrens System will bo successful.
To givo an IllUBlratlOb of tho unsatisfac¬
tory condition of our present'laws, .let
me relate a recent experience. A rent

citato anelli, In another city in the Stato
wrote mo that I owed somo back taxes

on property thero. I could not under¬

stand how it could be, because a. former

agent had written mo that these very

taxes had been paid. To bo certain, 1

.wrote the treasurer of the city, asking
5f there were any such charges. Ho re¬

plied that thero ivere nono during his ad¬

ministration, but that if I wished to be
assured that I did not owe him anything
I would have to employ a lawyer to

search the records and Und out. Could
anything bo moro outrageous! Why-
should the State compel mo to pay a law¬
yer to Inform mo whether or not sho
has a bill against me? Is It not hor busi¬
ness to know and be nble to inform me

promptly? Yet she casts tho whole re¬

sponsibility upon me, nnd will forrelt my
land It I fall to settle the smallest tax
bill, however old it may be, of which
she declines to givo me notice, even upon
respectful application for information.
Let us have the Torrens bill and correct
this uvll, nnd bo relieved of other bur¬
dens to which deniers in rotti estate are

now subjected.
RO. A. LANCASTER, JR.

Richmond, Va.

??? want to sec the Torrens System
adopted, but the defect to which Mr.

Lancaster calls attention can bo reme¬

died without resort to the Torrens Sys¬
tem. It Is a defect In the method of keep¬
ing our tax accounts. When you are

running an account with a merchant and

malte a partial payment, he gives you
credit for tho sum paid, and when the
next month's account comes, it shows
at tho top of the column "balanco on uc-'
count rendered," with tho new Items
following. Why does not the Stato follow
the same simple rule? Each and every
tax account rendered should show on its
faco the exact standing of the lax-p;tyer.
If there aro back taxes thu amount or

amounts due should bo brought forward
on the account from year to year, it

a partial payment Is made, It should be
credited on tho whole account, and not

entered as a credit for any particular
year. If tho whole account Is paid, It
should, when receipted, show cm its face
that the. tax-payer Is paid in full to date.
Tho plan Is so simple and reasonable that
It needs no argument.
But what is the system employedV Tax

bills are made out from year to year,
ono account ¿or each year. A tax-payer
may bo delliuiyjjiH. for. 3903 and 1001, but
svhen he goee- to-tho treasurer this year
be will find a separate account for lütQ,
and if he pays it ho will get a receipt
for that year, notwithstanding his de¬
linquency for tho other two years. But
what becomes of the bills fur 31KÖ and
100·!? The bill for 1S03 passes on to the'
delinquent collector, and in another year
the 1901 bill, if still unpaid, will take
the same course.

Fellow-citizens, now that the election
is over, we multe bold to say that the
tyeteni Is slipshod and unbusinesslike, and
u retlectlon upon our intelligence. Let us

re-form It at the first opportunity,

Danger of Popular Indifference.
Tho Staunton Spectator reproduces

tome remarks oí ouru regarding the in-
difference of Virginia voters In tho lute
election, and Ettya thwt In Btuunton and
Augusta the same general apathy wns

felt, many youiig men who wore quali¬
fied voters having occupied the day in
burning.
"When they havo grown older, or other¬

wise," adds our contemporary, '.»thoy will
probably see how dangerous this wan or
how dangerous such u course might be,
Sonic· ol those may .vniu day uskt tor
position from the Democratic pain, and
when they do u.c-y are sure to I·· told
that ihelr previous party recòrd has been
sullied by aid <,. tho ·!-, ubi cans, noi
e*«" ''/ '·> '. ¦¦· ih bui by not
voting a.· lini h .· Bh :M ,.,..

jpemb«r ¦¦¦-^ ¦¦ "· it h that to he
ihey should
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voting rrtvliiig« that llioy failed to pny
their poli taxes, and many who regis-
:¦: and paid th'oir poll tax, thoitRht so
little et the voting privilege that they
did li», gii to the polls on election day.
It - .i :...! outlook for papular govern··
inent, When men do noi vote, they can¬
not reel .1 \.i.\ deep Interest In tho af¬
fairs of government, nnd whon tho people
lose Interest, polities Is sure to go to
? he bad. Popular Indifference Is the
only nal danger In our form of srov-/
eminent.

State Cadets at the V. M. I.
The Inquiry nimio in these columns sev-

t:ai days ago concerning the standing of
State cadets n( the Virginia Military
Iiisttiuiv has brought forth several re¬

plies. One of our correspondents says
that the state cadets "have a hard road
to travel and are not treated with tho
same consideration that pay cadete re¬
ceive. Two other correspondents, who
are ex-cadets, sity that no distinctions
arc made. From the best source ot Infor¬
mation at our command Wo learn that
few officers at the Instituto rendy know
who are State cadets nnd who «re pay
cadets, and ns a rule the cadets them¬
selves do noi know. Not that any attempt
at eonccftlment is made, but ihero Is no

occasion to brini: up tho subject. We nro

further assured that no sort of olliclnl
distinction between tho two classes of
cadets 's made and thnt no disadvantage
attaches In any way to a cadet becnuso
he has received ? State appointment, There
is much e .mpetltlon for tho position of
Stato cadet, and in Individual dealings
with cadets who are subject to discipline,
thelf Increased obligation by reason of
the fact that they have been honored
with n State appointment may bo brought
to their attention. In the same a genernl
order might direct attention to tho fact
that the institution has a right to expect
more of this class of cadets because they
have beer, singled out by appointment
over others
There is nothing unreasonable In this.

It Is an honor and an advantage for a

young man to receive such an appoint¬
ment and a peculiar obligation rests upon
him to Improve his opportunities and to

conduct himself In such a way as to

reflect credit upon the Institution and

promoto its welfare. But this does not

imply that he obligates himself to sub¬
mit to Injustice or that he forfeits his

right to petition for reárese of griev¬
ances. His obligations to tho institution
are greater, but his standing and privi¬
leges are the saniti .us pay cadets enjoy.
At least such assurance comes to us

from high authority and if that is not

the condition It should be.
We have no adverse criticism to make

In this connection, but there. Is one obli¬
gation imposed upon State cadets alone to

which we have alluded In days past, and
to which we again call publie attention.
We refer to the provision requiring State
cadets to tench for two years after they
have left the Institution. This Is a very
old regulation and dates back to the
very becoming of the institute. In the
code of 3S49 the following clause Is to be
found in tho chapter relating to the Vir-
gitila Military Institute:
''Every cadet, who, since the Sth day

of March, 1S42, has been, or hereafter
shall ho received, on State account, and
shall have remained in the institution for
two years or more shall act In tho ca¬

pacity of teacher In some school within
the Slate for two years after leaving the

institution, unless excused by the board
of visitors; but this section shall not bo
construed so as to deprive such cadet oi
the compensation which he may be able
to obtain for teaching."
The regulation Is the same to-day and

there has been very little change in tho
phraseolclgy. It was made at a time
when thero was a scarcity of teachers
and It was altogether reasonable und. r

those conditions, that tho Slate In edu¬
cating young mon at the public expense
should require them after graduatio ? to

employ their accomplishments for the
¡tond of others. But conditions have en¬

tirely changed and tho regulation Is
out of date. Wo have echools for the

special training of teachers nnd those
who attend such schools Intend to make
teaching tholr occupation. They are es¬

pecially prepared for work In the pub¬
lic schools, and when they have grad¬
uated they aro quito willing to ;;o to
their places. Rut tho graduate of the V.
M. I., Is not especially trained to be a

teacher and his education Is not

peculiarly such as to fit him for work In
the public schools. It la a great hard¬

ship, tberoforo, d-hat this requirement
should bo made of every State cadet.
Wo understand that every such cadet Is

required to give bofid to pay back to

Ilio Stute the. sum of $'.'<i0 a year for each
year's atlendnnce, unless tie compili u

with this requirement, it will in.· noted
Hint whllo the regulation requires that
every such cadet shall teach, nolther the
Statu nor tho Institute obligates Itself
to find a place for tho tencher. ? cádet
may use his lust endeavors to nnd a

position In which to tench and still fall,
but the State win insist upon compliance
or forfeiture <>f Ito id.

Tho regulation, In our opinion, Is
wrong In principie and contrary lo pub¬
lic policy. No man ought to be made
to tench school whether he wishes to do .go

or not and If forced Into such work

against his will ho cannot malte ? «suc¬

cessful tenoni r. There le no longer any
sufficient reason or occa ilon for this
harsh regulation and It should be ro-

.nled.

The Isle of Pines.
The threatened revolt |n the isle of

Pines has raised the quostlon of Its true

allegiance, in the treaty of J'arli under
which peace between B|«ain ant! tbe

United States was mude lu iw, it was

provided In Article II, thai "Spain rodo«
lo il.· United BtttteM (he Island or l'orto
,. (imi other Islands now und,.,· ß?ß??«?

roignty "' tho vVé»t indi, s ¡imi the
,\ of (¡mim in the Morlanui or

The lelo Of 1'iniH |ri ,,.. \h\,lnii
vi ·. Indien und was a Spanien

possi a, !" that sona, have supposed
:,:,,·. h bocaíno our properly under the

oj Parle, Dut that is an urror.
that it was provided In the
idipi et that it should be

'·' · from tlic constitutional bounds

rjes of Cuba and the tillo Of It loft by
liituro adjustment to treaty, but under
the treaty of 1903, between Cuba and the
United States It Is expressly provided
"that Die United Stales of America re¬

linquish In favor of tho Kepubllo of
Cuba all claim to tho title ot tho Island
of Tines, tilt tinted In tho Caribbean Sea,
near the southwest part of the Island
of Cuba, which has been or may be made,
In virtue of Articles I. anil II. of tho
treaty of penco between the United
States and Spain, signed In Paris, Decem¬
ber 10, 1S9S. This rollnqulshnrent by tho
United States Is made-In consideration ot
the concessions ot coaling and naval sta¬
tions, which have heretofore been made
to tho United States ot America by tho
Republic of Cuba,"
This treaty was signed by both con¬

tracting parties and wee ratified by tho
Cuban Senate, but has not yet, wo are
informed been ratified by ?.?? United
States Senate. It goes without saying,
however, that tho United Stales govern¬
ment, under those circumstances, will noti
lay claim to tho Isle of Pines, but will
do whatever is needful to mako tho title
of .Cuba celar, and will givo Cuba what¬
ever assistance may be necessary to mako
her safe In her possession.
Tho Island was discovered by Columbus

in H91, and wns long notorious as a re¬
sort of pirates. It contains an area of
1,21·! square miles, and has a population
of something nrore than 8,000, the great
majority of whom are 'Cubans, Thero Is
a liniiclful of Americans, and they .seem
to be responsible for tho recent trouble.
Thero is a story that they want to make
It Independent, so* that they rrray con-
Vert It Into a. sort of Monte Carlo.

Mr. Roosevelt has done a good deal to
moke the office ot President popular with
tho people, but no matter hoAv unpopular
the lob might be, Secretan* Shaw wants
people to understand that ho would stnnd
for it.

Senator Dlòk, who predicted that Her-
rlck would be re-elected by a majority of
tS3,000, at least has tho satisfaction of ob¬
serving that ho'missed It by only some
125,000. Compared with the usual run of
election predictions, this stacks up O. K.

Governor Pennypacker, who says that he
Is a poor man. is perfectly correct. Note
the Century Dictionary. P· 4619:.
Poor, a. 3..Deficient in or destitute of.

desirable or essential qualities; inferior.

Speaking of punctuation, Mr. Hushes
would confer a favor on certain well
known Insurance officials by sendng hl3
question mark off on a long vacation.

Elijah Dowie, the author of "Leaves
of Healing," could now make a great hit
by letting the people see, as a fitting
sequel, his "Heels In Leaving."
One advantage of living in South

America Is that you can politically revo¬
lute when feeling bored, without being
considered eccentric.

"Secretary Shaw takes a hopeful view
of the ?t??'-y situation," says a news
item. What? And n<m with that deficit!
The sassy thing!

? month or so ago, Mr. McCurdy could
hardly have pictured himself as rising
to urge that his salary be chipped in
two.

Those gentlemen who say that they
don't rrrind tho recent advance In laundry
prices are no doubt patrons of celluloid.

Is Is a cold day on which Senator Bur¬
ton Isn't being indicted and Edna Wal¬
lace Hopper busy getting a divorce.

Mr. Harrlman says al lthat he wanted
was Mr. Hyde's confidence. It certainly
looks like a confidence game.

Now thoy are saying that the dic¬
tionary Is the only place in the coun¬
try where graft isn't found.

None the lese, Mr. Jimmy Hyde retains
the privilege of going to Paris whenever
he wants to.

Virginia's Roll of Honor.
As Secretary of Virginia Military .Re¬

cords Major it. \V. Hunier Is rapidly ac¬
cumulating muster roll», record» and
ether materials «bowing the name«, num¬
ber and character of the officer* and «ol-
diers furnished by Virginia in the array
and navy of the- Confederate State». This
Is an Important work, too lung neglonted
by some of the Southern Stato«, Their
effort In the Civil War wa», Uy

'

common consent, a glorious one, jand one of which the present ·

generation should he proud. Tho jWar of Revolution does not compare with
It in irraghltude, la spirit, in hard-
ships endured or buttle« won against j
great odd*. Yet little has been done so jfar, according to Major Hunter's report, i
to preserve tho name« ot tho men who
for four years upheld the fag ot the !
Confederacy. Even Virginia, within
whose Harlts over Mm battle's were fought. I
has till recently neglected her heroes, l
Alabama, Tennessee, North Carotina »'"J
South Carolina have published tiiwir roll* !
of Confederate soldiers, but Virginia still
luck« such a list. Under the act ot ih«
Virginia legislature pi March 7, VHH, '*

beginning was made. Th« continuar»/;* of
that act, with adequate appropriation»,
will supply the present lernen tab!e ci<fi-
(.¡(.iiey. Maior Hunter has otcomplfsbiid
? great deal within ? short lime to ob¬
tain roster« and to Induce Individuals,
.vamps" and other organisation« ta co·
operate hi hin work, '¡'hit railway* in
Virginia and Wut Virginia have- fn-uiut-
ted travel In ?«·;??<·?? of ititiimtutUn,. There
Is every prospect, " Ih« l'f<*ofil »trinili*·
merit Is continued, of securing a full
honor roll of the Old Domlnhm, To what I
an extent Ih" <<,\U<i\;u ot murrini» tiunì
been neglected In the p,i*l In iutiUntfA 1«
Major liiini«r's SttUsfllSfll that "«b«
small Stole of Ithod« lalfenrt hu» n intier
roster of ilêVpJutJtwjary soldi'·/* ?/,*« Vit'
girila, although It <* kmiWA that Ih* Irti-
1er furnished u-n time* ax tiVtitf, tint
failed 10 prWSrVS b'r IftUSUl t<iUn."~
lüdiíin'-re Hun.

Know» How to Do Thing*
"Alni.ufi'i Km * V*y "' d/ííii« HíttiK*

without rm.klr.g r«H«h fI«* abo-it If/.**/*itui Hi I<GUlál HitiUhY.f "»hi- hHH ttutii <n,
.,t liirminKharn iron Uiiiwtri»* m* koo'j /,,,
ill« heul In Hie world, M»r Kid»·· YM\
lid* year la ».»-H*·*- than II êVft mnn »,«¦
lore, «nd «he I» solvi«« Ih" if'O» !>i»K
lem by brindili jr tonn IM WWIh of |,,
rope the kind of p'*>id* »¡¡? »»«/«,¦

THE
ARMYCANTEEN

Shall It Be Reinstated?
GE.N. CHARÏXS KINQ

line thoroughly nnd nnthorltntlTcly
treated this Interesting subject In
his latest novel,

A SOLDIER'S TRIM
«fUST RIDA Dì.

FOR SALE EVERYWHERE
THE ' HflBART CO. new york

Our Cook.
Wo gavo our cook the parlor floor,
Beseeching her to live In It.

AH oversights wò did Implovo
Her cookshlp to forgive In It. ,

We gave her horses nnd ? broughnm
To drive at will on Horsey T^nne,

Wo gave her don nnd wrlllng-room,
Wo gave her baths of porcelain.

She never hnd to work a bit.
Oh, cook, was far too grnnd for It-

Hut In a week she up and quit
Just said· sho couldn't stand for It.

But slnoo she left our pots and shelves
Have shone and thrived quite glorious;

You see, we do the work ourselves.
As being less laborious. II. S. H.

Save the Game.
Editor of The Tlm'es-Dlspatch:
Sir,.May I stiv a word In reference to

a letter copied In Tin· Times-Dispatch of
Wednesday from the Washington Star on
the subject of saving the game, upon
which you comment edliorlálly. This let¬
ter anil your'edltorlnl uro both timely, but
both have missed the real cause of tho
scarcity of gamo in Virginia this season.
You and this writer nbovo referred to
say It Is due to the severity of last win¬
ter, but while this Is true It Is not the
whole truth. It Is only a small part of It.
While a number of partridges froze to
death last winter because of scarcity of
food In their particular locality far many
more were caught by hawks, minks, pole¬
cats and foxes.
The snow contributed splendidly to this;

It covered up every dark object nnd mnde
the partridge stand out in bold rollef
to tho sharp eyes of Its enemies, nnd
without a place to hide it fell an easy
prey to talons, teeth and claws, I vis¬
ited a country-place last winter when the
snow had been lying on tho ground for
two weeks. The road lay along u ravine
where the past "November ' had found a
covey of fifteen partridges. They had
excellent «over and to do ni.v best I could
only get two. «As I rode by the place on
this wintry' day I saw a hawk with a
partly eaten partridge In its talons. I
called the attention of the driver to It.
"Yes," he replied. "I have seen that covey
of birds here a dozen times this fall, but
since the snow came that hawk has been
eating them right along. There wero
only two left yesterday and 1 see now
he's got one of them."
That tells the who!«; story of the scarc¬

ity of game. It Is a fallacy to .say sports¬
men destroy game. As a1 rule they do It
a service, they cut dawn the number In
a covey, often killing the old cock bird,
which makes paring In the spring much
more effective and as ? rule leaving a
remnant of a covey for "seed." Hamks,
foxes, minks and polecats have no doso
season; they hunt 3C5 days and nights In
the year. They know nothing of tiie fu¬
ture, they eat the'eggs In summer, they
eat the young birds unable to fly and pick
up the old bird while hovering her young
and If the snow comes and remains on
the ground any length of time the few:
that have escaped these enemies up to
that time have no further chanco for
their lives.
Sportsmen, I say again do little dam¬

age; not one man !n ten who hunts can
kill a bird In the woods and not one
In twenty tan kill a third of what ho
ehQots at through the season.
Now, Mr. Editor, ii we want to Increase

the game in Virginia there le one and
only one way to do It. and that is, de¬
stroy the enemies oí game. Have a gen¬
eral State law, or at any rate a law
applicable to the State east of the Blue
Ridge, offering a bounty on hawk scalps
and on fox and mink and polecat skins;
and forbid under heavy penalty the ship-
meat oí game «sul of the State, if this is
done there need he no further game laws.
The conditions of which old sportsmen
speak as existing twenty-five and thirty
year« ago will soon return and the heart
of every sportsman and of every sports¬
man's host be made glad.

SPORTSMAN.

State Cadets at V. M. I.
Editor of The Times-Dispatch:
Sir,.In regard to tho status of cadets

at the V. M. I., Dr. Upshur states tho,
cas« properly. The writer. In the good old!
days when he was a cadet at tho Insti¬
tute, never knew of any difference be¬
tween the two cia.s.sea; to this day he
.cannot recall who of his class were State
'«t p«*.y cadets. As long· as a cadet behaved
himself proper!·.· no one cared anything
about It.
'ino statement of "One Who Knows,"

thai the Sta.·': '.'¡«let has a "hard road to
travel." Is news. Perhaps, If he would
give his name some one who was a cadet
with hlrn may t.';row some Hííht on the
question, why he had such a "hard road
to travel." 3. V. AVARINO.
Washington, U. C. November 16, 19oG.

Half Hoar With
Virginia Editors

Mayor McCarthy, of Richmond, la
terdiied with saying that thero may be
foto»; decent men in the Republican party
fn· Virginia, bui ;.<- sees nothing to war¬
rant tl.tí/, In itaylni there. Does the
Mayor fore ¦..->·. '.'. Rancour Slcmp is
chairman ul that party, und Mr. J, E.
ii. Htuart I» th«! only pel/b!« down by the
Í eat·h '!~Ä':: ?. ? I ', ;. HptcUttW.

Hun. A. I'. TfiorwiHJ got t.vr-ry voto
¿¿st at lu« Hown precinct. This In a corn-
pllni'rfi' !<¦¦¦ h'· .·.·.-» a right t" be proud
of, ixe! ¦/,< k/»ow h« highly appreciate*,·
AVÍK'llinHi/z Virginian*

TJl'T« I«, ¦· /,o gf't.'tlr power anfong
iw.n iJlSfl ', ???-.? PUbHC ne/iUmenl.
./'.am ?;?-' ' ¦·'!·¦'// oyr l'alti) In fro«
festltuMon«, .. uiD, Indeed, secure «o

long as Ili* irate UfOn pocasion :,.»¦«

in lu r/ilghi /inaicele It« ?-?ap? tor
l,/.r<<*' "... puWl/e oaU'Ot «ind
???/?. timi. lim corrupt inni venal
v/íw, thtisUKii ·' ¡.Otter ut, 1???*?»«?«, would
?.??/ ni'·!, ili' wi'le wiiiitn ih··/ protend.
Ui *· ? /' A Oil '»I l'fogrex*.
How lb»· ".' «bi.'llon <* «yynr and an«

OttMn* ¥¦'·' im ¦¦.i'iii/ hue liiHtn won tor
tii'in'i· '·¦' ?/Juin, '//(? /irò too apt to
Id-f. OÜI r HO'-, but V/n ivuîrln lo
.rm, ¡¡i' ·.··· <««ii*ti'/»i "nod sirlve
rnajfé OUfUlK 'h»f «< ü) four
¡.'(? ? lili· '-od of ? (?? ? limn
tin i»i ',« ? foni vim* i>r proud
int,in Ui ¦¦ the »i40it4ÌQ »'iti/illuni*
t,l it,', ¡. " Ig III Hill)

..

DJiCÍplilH) Mu»l /Je Maintained.
tflM-i.'ì- ' VI/tfí'/??? JHUHo, / ?.,.,µ

?.·' «' " ib* pfeiHiiti eitUittUiii i.»
..·/;<¦:· ih': liinlory i.t itti» ti,
If, -, , r '.li! 'l'iti- IlilltllKi ?* ?,,,,
fl .' '..· i'illin, lim iiiniih'iiilluu.

'. ?· '/,,/,", ht > ..?.;?,,:??, ,\
¦.¦¦r ? <r~.nl HÌHIHi tiltil tl.i >*

,.'..·"! i.t I/,'WM··/,' ; .. ? ?-. ,-

l, «-,.,· / ill ¡iiutlhi ··.'. lift
,,, ,< fintili* ititi numi

¦¦¦>.¦ il 'fliti Itili iluniii·'· Hi it

Ulitl , fi -, ¿mulina oí ili* dl/IRiiH

! problem aro that insubordination cannot
ho tolerated miti that correct, ideas of
discipline must bo enforced.
Tho Hoard of Visitors, after pains¬

taking Investigations extending through
tlireo days, rendered it report that prac¬
tically vindicating1 tho management, and
discredited the. chnvges of ineompctency
In the commissary department. Tho con-
elusions reached with reference to food
conditions nre thnt, as it rule, good
wholesome food lf; furnished tho cadet*

I mid in sufficient quantity. There have
been times, however, when tho quality
has hot been up to the standard It was
also shown that Ihn food has to be pre¬
pared under conditions that aro not
favorable, and this Is cspeclnlly the enso
since the burning of I ho kitchen and
moss-luill last May.
Tho most serious situation Is tho at-

lltinle or a small minority of ilio offend¬
ing third class, who havo hound them¬
selves together by some kind of oath
which prevents them from Inking steps
to undo what, they consider a wrong.
their sympathies aro with tho members
of tin. class who are willing to withdraw
offensivo Innguago to the superintendent,
yet they feel that I hey nro powerless lo
aid In lirljiglng to a peaceful Issue
the present misunderstanding.Lexington
Gaietto.

Tho matter ot the rovolt of tho V, M.
I. end-Ms on account Ot alleged bad food
has now reached a status when It depends
upon the good-sense of the third-class to
admit their error In sending an ulti¬
matoti to Superintendent Shlpp. Thoy
ought to ndmlt this. They were In error
and they ought frankly to confess it.
When a bravo man makes a mistake ho
hastens to acknowledge II. ? notable In¬
stance of this Is given in the early career
of General Washington, At an election
of members of the Clenornt Assembly In
Alexandria; Washington then o young
man of twenty-two, used offensive lan¬
guage to a gentleman named Payne who
promptly knocked 111m down by a heavy
Idtnv, It was thought that suoli an en¬

counter necessitated a duel, and this Im¬
pression was strengthened when Wash¬
ington's assailant received the next
morning n. note requesting his att'endaftçg
at ft tavern In Alexandria. Payne went
to the pinco of meeting with a brace
of pistols, but found Washington sealed
at a table supplied with wine glasses.
He received his assailant with a smile,
extended his hand and said: "To err Is
human; to rectify error Is right and
proper. I bellevo I was wrong yesterday:
you have already had some satisfaction,
and If you deem that stidlolent, hero Is
my hand. Let Us bo friend«."
Let us commend to Ihe cadets of the

V M, I. the example of the first of
American citizens. If they were wrong,
as assuredly they were, they can well
afford to follow the example, of Wash¬
ington and make amends, by acknowl¬
edging their mistake.. Charlottesvllle
Progress.

We agree with the Petersburg Index-
Appeal that, the management of the
Virginia Military Institute cannot afford
to "compromise with mutiny.".N> folk
Landmark.

In the case under dlscussslon, there
Seems to be a 'number of tho cadets
who have taken an ont h to ,carry out
their threat, 'out who now confess the
Impropriety of their nctlnn, and but
for the oath, would make the apology
required by the Board of Visitors. if
an oath or pledge to do a wrong thing,
prevents one from doing a conceded
right thing, one should never hesitate
to recant the oath and pursue the right.
No parent should countenance in his son
a persistence In the wrong doing be¬
cause he Imagines he Is hound to it
by an oath. Let us hope the young men
may se<\ the error of this position and
do the manly thing, In Ignoring the oath
that pledged them to the wrong.
Discipline is just as essential to the

success of a school as It Is to the ef¬
fectiveness of an army..Hoar.oko Even¬
ing World.

L
.{ THÏS DAY IN HISTORY \

November 18th. $
1558.Reginald Polo, an English cardinal,

died. He entered collego at the age
of twelve and took his first degree
at the ago of fifteen. Refusing to
sanction tho divorce of Henry Vili.,
ho was obliged to reside in Italy for
safety. On tho accession of M(.ry,
however, he was restored.

1559.Cuthbert Tonstall, a lenmeu Catho¬
lic bishop of London, died, aged
eighty-five.

1636.King Charles I. restored to Sir Hugh
MIddloton a portion of his privato
property, expended on bringing a sup¬
ply of water into the city of London.
Mtddleton survived till* event but for
a short lime.

1789.John Elwcs, the celebrated English
miser, died, worth nearly live million
of dollar«. This singular man, al¬
though he denied himself the necessi¬
ties of life, served twelve years in
Parliament, a most independent and
incorruptible member. Ho would
travel a wholo clay, outing only a

hard boiled egg, and at night play for
thousands in tho most splendici apart¬
ments, from whence ho has boon
known to issue at 4 In the morning
and stand In a cold rain, to disputo
with a. butcher for a shilling a head
on his cattle.

1793.Rattle of Rllescnstle; tho French
general, T'lcliegru, stormed the. Prus¬
sian camp,

1793.Rattle of Doli the French royalists
defeated the conventional troops,

1851.ICrnesf Augustus, Duke of Cumber¬
land and King of Hanover, died, nged
eighty-one. Ho was tho fifth son of
George III ..and distinguished himself
an n ? officer-.oh the continent during
the last century,

1852.Duke of Wellington's funeral obse¬
quies took place at I/mdon with groat
pomp. The religious ceremonies wero
observed In St. Paul's Cathedral,
which was elaborately decorated for
the purpose. Tho body was deposited
in the crypt near that of Nolson.

?£09.Georgia Legislature appropriated
$1,000,000 to arm the HUite.

1860.Major Anderson «ont to Fort Mottl-
trio to rnllnvr; Colonel Gardner.

1801.Confederate Congres* mot.
1870~<-Fi'nnco-l'riiHslnn War; the battles

around Dreux continuo,
1883.Standard timo substituted for local

time,
1004.Incipient revolt In Panama checked

by prompt action of American minis¬
ter, who Uxori blame on Goneral Hilar¬
las muí compelled hi« resignation,

ORDERED TO SAMOA TO
WORK AMONG NATIVES

Dr A. M. Faun! lerov, of Virginia, who.
for til« past year, lias been On duty at
Hie l'iiget Hoiuirl Navy Yard, was in tho
ill/ yesterday afternoon enroule to Bu¬
nion, where Ini linn been ordered for wo
year«1 service by tho Nary Department
of tin· Urill-il Hlalen «ovurnnieiit.
While I'lnxluiiii, Gunnnuy mid the

Hulled HUH"» havn enternd Into an agree·
?,,··??» establishing a lu'i'iluoloruto over ilio
Ktqjlll Hen ?????????µ, Ihn Unitoci Hiatos
1,4 Um only country Unii can maintain
mi mined fores In lit« Islands. Homo 3<W
hoys In oin·: Ilvo thorn all the Unto.
Willi« l»r. Fitiinlleroy will, of courso,

look oiler Uielr .physical condition, his
mal «?? !'<·*" v'"l '"' 1° 'ölte care of tho
HU 11VW. There Is n «real deal of disonno
/??p???? them and h» bun been commis-I

,,,,,,? n, ni amp II «ml If «tit.h a thing U
;.'/·.-a Id'· li'·'. I If TIlllWI, I

Pure
DISTINCTIVELY A CREAM OF
TARTAR BAKING POWDER

It does not contain an atom of phos-
phatic acid (which is the product of bones
digested in sulphuric acid) or of alum
(which is one-third sulphuric acid) sub¬
stances adopted for other baking powders
because of their cheapness.

r
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STUDIES IX THE OLD TESTAMENT.

(SUBJECT: Nehemiah's prayer.Neh., iri-ii.

GOLDEN TEXT: The effectual fervent prayer of a

I righteous man availeth much.James, 5:16.

> -- -

By REV. J. E. GILBERT, D. D.
Secretary American 8oclety of Religious Education.

0 «>¦ i««««i'ii«w «ii-rvsn»
INTRODUCTION. - Ezra rendered a

valbablo servico to the Jew», lie not
only led tho second expedition of cap¬
tives to Jerusalem, B. C., I^s, oí which
wo studied last week, but he Instituted
Important reforms aft«?.· his arrival, as
related In. the book that bear« his name.
He Is crodited with establishing the
great synagogue, composed ef eminent
scholars. He wrote or supervised tho
writing of four books.I. Chronicles, II.
Chronlclea, Ezra and Esther. These books j
contained an epitomo of history from
Adam to his own time. And yet. great
as this man wan and great as was his
work, his proceedings end abruptly (Ezra.
x:44), embarrassed doubtless cither by tho
Instability and Immorality of the Jews
or tho malico and opposition of their
enemies. A period elapsed during which
nothing; Is known of him. At length, Ne-
henilah was raised up to lead a third ex¬

pedition, li. C, 444, to supplement what
Ezra had begun. Ills work, of Which we
should study for four weeks, was the
last, except that of Malachi, done by ln-

spired men under the old dispensation.
INQUIRY (verses 1-2)..Nehemlah was a

cup-bcaïer to Artaxerxea (Neb. 11:1), the
sama king? who had coml&sloned Ezra. He
must, therefore, have had both native
talent and culturo, for none., but men

of superior ability entered that position
after careful· preparation. (Dan l:4.)
But, notwithstanding tho high honor nnd
privilege granted to him in tho public
service, ho was not Indifferent to the
interests of hi« own people. It has over

been a peculiar and commendatilo trait of
the posterity of Abraham that they have
been loyal to their race. It was so with
Moste (Exodus 11:11) nnd with Daniel
(Psalms cxxll:8), and many othcr.s. Ac¬
cordingly when a brother and certain oth¬
er Jews who had come from Jerusalem,
came to the city of Bhusham. the capitai
of the empire, Nehemlah had a long In¬
terview with him. inquiring after the
condition of those who had returned
from tho captivity, showing that his
heart went out In tender solicitude for

his absent kinsmen,
INFORMATION (verso 3.)..Various re¬

ports may have been previously brought,
some of them possibly contradictory, and
none of them altogether reliable. But
the Information instance, coming from
such a source, could not be doubted. Ne¬
hemlah learned that of those who had re¬

turned from captivity only a remnant re- :

mained, many having fallen by disease
and many moro slain by enemies. The
Samaritans and other adversaries, pro- I

voked at being dispossessed (Ezra. lv:l).
had opposed tho good work attempted
by the Jews and from the timo of Ze-
rubhabel had cast Innumerable obstacles
In their way. The few who lingered In
Jerusalem were In great ailllction, depriv¬
ed of the comtortB of life and reproached
and despised by their neighbors, The
walls of the city wero broken and tho
satos burned just as they had been since |
Nebuchadnezzar invaded tho land, one

hundred and sixty years beforo, so that
there was no security for life or proper¬
ty In the sacred city. Whoever would
might pass through It by day or night,
Inflicting damage at pleasure. This con¬

dition of things shows that Ezra's work
had accomplished buf little. |
IMPORTUNITY (verses 4-6)..This re¬

cital filled tho heart of Nehemlah with
sorrow, proof of his affection for his
people. He sat down, and wept and I
mourned, probably observing the ordinary
methods of expressing grief, employed
in tliose days. But his sorrow was not

like that of those who havo no hop«
of,better things (1 .Thos. iv.13). After u

timo li£> turned to God for relief, and that
In a way always appropriate when great
things are to bo undertaken. He fasted,
and humbled himself nnd acknowledged
his own unworthlness. Then he
prayed. His first petition was for audi¬
ence, as if he feared thai tho ear of Ood
might not lie open unto his cry, or, rath¬
er, as If the request he wae about to
make was not worthy to be heard (Prov.
:2S). it Is not unusual for a burdened
heart -to feel timi God will ho deaf and
Indifferent, Ho approaches this Importu¬
nity, however, with most appropriato
pleading. "Eord God of heaven, the great
and terrible," ho cried, realizing tho aw¬
ful majesty of tho Almighty, "that keep-
etli covenant nnd merny," ho added fall,
n* ÍSs58,±h.t5»2H?íiw ¿2 Abraham and

seo (Luke xvllhll), But ho that confesses
\trS\la B,"al! B«a "wojr O« Ä Tí?"
lloro Is a fundamental law of the spiritual

life, which Solomon recognized in hisprayer at the dedication ot the em lo(I. Kings, vlll:35). And Nehemiah under¬stood that this .a« the way to thoDivine favor. Ho Included himself andhis father « house In the transgressionswhich Israel had committed, that hadbrought upon theai all the evils by whichthoy had. been afflicted. His coniesslons
,1 Y?n n ?° a8e,,'e,?nt0· >'''' Wjth sufficientdetail to bo available. The nation had de¬parted from tho commancbnonts (thodecalogue); the statutes (those civil and
tce.esla.stlcal regulalons made for the en¬forcement of tho commandments), and theJudgments (tho decisions made by the con¬stituted authorities) of Moses, whom Godhad made the national .lawgiver,
REMEMBRANCE (versea S-íh.-^oníes-slon alone, necessary as it Is, does not

constitute prayer. It Is not a »nal, but u
preparatory act. It |« uniformly accom¬
panied and followed by tho hope of mercy,and that Is grounded In some dlsclosufaof the character of the one offended,
llcnce, having ackaowledged the sins of
his people. Nehemiah recalls the words oftho Almighty, spoken to Moses, and treas¬ured up all through tho centuries, Juntadapted to the case. ? thousand yearshad Intervened, hut this pious man re-
membored that God had said on leadingIsrael Into Canaan that If they trans-
greased He would scutter them among
the nations (Deut., iv:27). That word was
fulfilled In the captivity. It was also re-
memhered that If the captive» should turn
again unto God In the land to which thöy
might bo cUrrled. Ho would regard them
graciously and restore them to their homes
(Lev., xxvl:40-43j. This is the right
method of all prayer.It should proceed
from a sense of sin to some promise of
God.
COMPASSION (verso 10)..Tho way was

thus fully prepared. Neholah had com¬
piled witn all the conditions of a success¬
ful approach to the throno of Divino
grace, conditions fixed In the nature oí
spiritual tilings. He had corno a confessed
sinner among a sinful people, making no
apology for t'ho past, but recognizing tho
Justice of tho penalty Inflicted, yot relyng
solely upon the declarations of God made
at the beginning of the national history.
Intercession upon such terms was there¬

fore proper. With most beautiful woran
Nohenilah begins, "these are thy servant»
and people," a form like to that used by
Moses (Deut., Ix:2)). Afflicted though
they were, subject to a foreign power, tho
Jews who wero gathered in Jerusalem,
a remnant of a mighty and glorious na¬
tion, represented the chosen of the Lord,
tho children of tho covenant by whom
God's will was to be accomplished. Tills
presentation wus evidently designed to
awaken Divine compassion,
ENTREATY- (verso 11)..The desire of

Nehemiah now appears, the end which ho
sought to accomplish by prayer.· Ho did
not ask for a blessing upon those Who
had returned, that they might be prospered
In their good undertakings and protected
against their enemies. Ho desired, rather,
himself, to make a trip to Jerusalem to
set new Influences at work there for lus
peoplo's good, and he asked that God
would inclino the king to grant him per¬
mission to go on such an errand, nils

entreaty was based upon the assumption
that the heart of a heathen ruler nilgnt
ho moved by tho Holy Spirit to a genor-

HI· ty of Judaism, whose fundamental
thought was a deity of unlimited and un¬
iversal power.
Tfi.Tiri.F-CTIONS..The prayer of Neho-

Of
dght

.,, ,,,,,..¡turn "·¦ » '-.'"un ?? any
i?,«h.M. attempt ninety years after tho
firs third Artaxorxes the king, had

,1 ,.j thorlty to Ezra thirteen years bo-
t e and mlKht consider his inability good
reason foT refusing .another request;

have known mini «« » lttUB,"¡u ÏV
prayer is always proper (Luke, xvill:l).

Bring In Your Times-Dispatch
Want Ads. To-Day.

for Sunday's Timos-Pispatch, tho greatest want
ad. medium in \7'irginia, and one that insures re¬

turns upon want ad. advertising,
If you can't come 'phone the ad. to 549 or our

Want Ad. Man will call and talk to you about it.
The cost is only one cent a word.


